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Short title.

41(1) of 1995
9(|) of 1997
69(1) of 1997
98(l) of 1998
68(1) of 2001
71(1) of 2003

198 (1) of 2004
83(1) of 2012
151(1) of 2013
166(1) of 2013
33(1) of 2022.

Interpretation.

2(a) of 71(1)/2003.
2 of 83(1)/2012*.
31(1) of 2008.

2(a) of 71(1)/2003.
121(1) of 2003.

3(a) of 33(1)/2022.

3(a) of 33(1)/2022.

3(c) of 33(1)/2022.
123(l) of 2018
152(I)of 2018
189(I)of 2021.

3(c) of 33(1)/2022.

3(a) of 33(1)/2022.

3(c) of 33(1)/2022.

A LAW TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION
OF TOURISM AND TRAVEL OFFICES, FOR THE PRACTICE OF THE
GUIDE’S OCCUPATION AND FOR RELATED MATTERS

The House of Representatives enacts as follows:
PART |- PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS

1. This Law may be cited as the Tourism and Travel Offices and Tourist
Guides Laws, 1995 to 2022.

2. In this Law, unless the context otherwise requires-

“adaptation period” has the meaning assigned to it by the Recognition of

Professional Qualifications Law;

“aptitude test” has the meaning assigned to it by the Second General
System for the Recognition of Professional Qualifications Law, 2003;
“Board of Directors” (Deleted).

“certificate” (Deleted).

“Deputy Ministry of Tourism” has the meaning assigned to the term under
the provisions of section 3 of the Establishment of a Deputy Ministry of
Tourism, the Appointment of a Deputy Minister of Tourism to the President

and for Related Matters Laws;

“Deputy Minister of Tourism” means a person appointed by the President
of the Republic under the provisions of section 6 of the Establishment of a
Deputy Ministry of Tourism, the Appointment of a Deputy Minister of

Tourism to the President and for Related Matters Laws;

“diploma” (Deleteq).

“Director” means the person exercising the administration of the Office;



3(b) of 33 (1) of 2022.

2(a) of 71(1)/2003.

2(a) of 71(1)/2003.

3(a)of 33(1)/2022.

3(a) of 33(1)/2022.

2(a) of 71(1)/2003.

3(a) of 33(1)/2022.

2 of 83(1)/2012.

2(b) of 71(1)/2003.

Description of
Office.
4(a) of 33(1)/2022.

4(b) of 33(1)/2022.

“entrepreneur” means the natural or legal person, upon the name of whom
the operation license of the Office is issued or/and has the economic

exploitation of the Office or/and is responsible of its administration;,
“local Office” means the office which is situated in the Republic;

member state” means a member state of the European Union;
“‘Minister” (Deleted).

“national carrier” (Deleted).

“overseas Office” means the Office which is not situated in the Republic;

“Office” means the Tourism and Travel Office as prescribed by section 3,

and includes a branch of such an Office;
“Organization” (Deleted).

“organized trip/sightseeing tour or excursion” means a professional
planning of excursions or sightseeing tours with the transfer of nationals or
foreign tourists or visitors in order to provide special information on matters
relating to history, archaeology, monuments and works of art which are
connected with the Cyprus civilization, natural monuments and

contemporary issues concerning the Republic;

“Regulations” means the Regulations made under this Law;

“tourist guide” means the person whose occupation is to escort local or
foreign tourists or other visitors in order to provide special information and
explanations on matters relating to the history, archaeology, monuments
and works of art, cultural development, natural beauties, sightseeing and

generally any other matter that may promote Cyprus tourism;

“Tourist Guide School” means any school established under section 16.

3.-(1) Office, for the purposes of this Law, shall be any permanently
organized office which by its available means and the services rendered

thereby undertakes: -

(a) the organization of any kind of travel, seminars and touring
4




4(b) of 33(1)/2022.

4(b) of 33(1)/2022.

3 of 83(l)/2012.

3 of 71(1) of 2003.
4(c) of 33(1)/2022.

156(1) of 2004
97(1) of 2007.
112(1) of 2021.

License to establish
and operate an
Office.

2 of 33(1)/2022.

4 of 71(1) of 2003.

either locally or abroad; or/and

(b) the issue or the arrangement on commission for the issue of

travel tickets by any means of transport; or/and

(c) the securing of means of transport, guiding and accommodation

of organized groups or individuals; or/and

(d) any related work to facilitate the accommodation and

transportation of  tourists as well as the carriage of their

luggage:

Provided that, the planning of conferences for the purposes of
this Law shall include the acquisition of means of transport, lodging
places, provision of food and sightseeing tours of organized groups

or persons.

(2) An Office is also any Office, established and operating as a special
branch of another business unit of more general activity, provided that the
same shall have as the object thereof any of the activities mentioned in

subsection (1).

(3) An Office may provide the services provided for in subsection (1) by
distance, in the way provided for in the provisions of on Certain Aspects of
Information Society Services, and in particular Electronic Commerce, and

Related Matters and the Protection of Consumer Law.

4.- (1) Unless there is a license granted or renewed by the Deputy
Ministry of Tourism in accordance with the provisions of this Law and the
Regulations, the establishment and operation of Offices in the Republic
shall be prohibited.

(2) A license to establish and operate an Office, as well as a renewal of
a license of operation of an existing Office shall be granted only to resident
natural or legal persons or citizens of another member state or legal
persons situated in another member state, after examination of the
concurrence of the requirements prescribed under this Law and the

Regulations and upon payment of the prescribed fee and may include such



2 of 33(1)/2022.

5(a) of 33(1)/2022.

4 of 83(1)/2012.
5(b) of 33(1)/2022.

Management of
Office.

2 of 33(1)/2022.

terms which in the opinion of the Deputy Ministry of Tourism are deemed

necessary:

Provided that, upon the entry into force of this Law, foreign natural or
legal persons who are licensed shall be exempted from the provisions of

this subsection which concern only the renewal of their license.

(3) The authority and the validity of the license to operate an Office is
directly linked both to the entrepreneur and to the establishment of the
Office concerned. Regulations may prescribe a procedure for a temporary
continuation of the activities of the Office in case of death of the licensee

natural person or of dissolution of the licensee legal person.

(4) For the grant or renewal of the license to establish and operate an
Office, the applicant and, in the case of an applicant who is a legal person,
all the members of the Board of Directors shall be required to have the
qualifications provided for the manager in paragraphs (a) and (c) of

subsection (3) of section 5.

(5) The license to operate shall be of a duration of five (5) years from
the date of issue and shall be automatically renewed for a period of five (5)
years on payment to the Deputy Ministry of Tourism of the fee, as this may

be prescribed by relevant Regulations.

5.-(1) Every licensed Office must be managed by a manager, whose
name shall be notified to the Deputy Ministry of Tourism upon the
submission of the application for the granting of the license for the

establishment and operation of the Office:

Provided that, in the case of a licensed branch of an Office, manager is

considered to be the manager of the licensed Office.

(2) Irrespective of the liability of any other person, the manager of a
licensed Office shall be legally liable for the operation of such Office, in
accordance with the provisions of this Law and the Regulations. The

management of a licensed Office may be exercised by the entrepreneur

6



as well, provided it concerns a natural person and has the qualifications

required by subsection (3).

(3) The manager of an Office-

6(a) of 33(1)/2022. (a) shall either be a graduate of a recognized higher School of Tourist
Occupations or holder of a University degree on matters related
to tourism;

6(b) of 33(1)/2022. (b) (deleted)

5 of 83(1)/2012 (c) shall not be prohibited by reason of a judicial order from dealing
2 of 151(10/2013

with the property thereof; and

(d) shall not have been convicted of an offence which entails lack of
480 SaRERRe honesty or moral turpitude or shall not have been convicted for a
violation of any legislation for which the Deputy Ministry of Tourism

has competence or of the legislation for the Control of Exchange:

552?551933

2 of 33(1)/2022. Provided that, the Deputy Ministry of Tourism has an authority, with the
152({)/%(&);{ approval of the Deputy Minister, not to insist on the application of the
provisions of this paragraph, if it is otherwise satisfied as to the character
and honesty of the applicant and that, due to the special circumstances of
the case and the time that has lapsed and the conduct shown during that

time, it is reasonable not to insist on the application of the said provisions.
(4) The exercise of managerial duties by the same person in more than

one Office shall be prohibited.

Civereaas Oifiges, 6.-(1) No overseas Office, except those established in another member

5 of 71(1)/2003*.
state, may carry on in the Republic, on an organized or permanent basis,

the activities referred to in section 3, unless represented by a local Office:

Provided that, the overseas Office shall be entitled to enter directly into

negotiations and signature of a contract of lease or of reservation with

* Repealed by the Capital Movement Law, 2003 (L.115(1)/2003).
* See Official Gazette Suppl.1(l), No.4679,19.12.2018. (N.152(1)/2018).
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2 of 33(1)/2022.

2 of 33(1)/2022.

Cap. 105.
2 of 1972
54 of 1976
50 of 1988
197 of 1989
100(I) of 1996
( ) of 1997
4(1) of 1998
( ) of 2001
164(1) of 2001
88(1) of 2002
220(1) of 2002
66(I) of 2003
178(l) of 2004
8(l) of 2007
184(1) of 2007
29(1) of 2009
143(1) of 2009
153(1) of 2011
41(1) of 2012
100(1) of 2012
117( )
32(1)
|

49(

|
I) of 2012
1) of 2013
) of 2013.
Supply of services

by established
offices in other

owners of licensed hotel businesses, provided that this contract, under
invalidity penalty, shall be also signed by the local Office as the

representative of the overseas Office in the Republic:

Provided further that, the representing local Office shall have no civil
liability arising from the signing of a contract mentioned in the above

proviso.

(2) The overseas Office and the local Office representing the same shall
have an obligation to declare jointly to the Deputy Ministry of Tourism both
the date of commencement and the date of expiration of their cooperation and
to provide the Deputy Ministry of Tourism with any particulars which may be
requested in relation to the arrival, transportation and place of accommodation

of the tourists.

(3) The local Office shall be jointly with the overseas Office responsible
for any contravention of the provisions of this Law and the Regulations, as

if the contravention has been committed by the local Office.

(4) A local Office which represents an overseas Office shall have the
right to employ the necessary foreign personnel, if such personnel shall
secure a residence and work permit under the provisions of the Aliens and

Immigration Law and the Regulations made thereunder.

6A.-(1) An Office established in a member state outside the Republic may



member state.
2 of 198(1)/2004.
6 of 83(1)/2012.

2 of 33(1)/2022.

Deposit of
guarantee.
7(1) of 83(1)/2012.

2 of 166(1)/2013.
7(a) of 33(1)/2022.

7(b)of 33(1)/2022.

2 of 69(1)/97.
7(2) of 83(1)/2012.
7(c)of 33(1)/2022.

7(d) of 33(1)/2022.
2 of 33(1)/2022.

temporarily carry out within the Republic the activities referred to in section
3 without the need of having a permanent organized Office within the
Republic, provided it declares this intention in writing in a form prescribed
by Regulations issued by the Council of Ministers under this Law and

which is submitted to the Deputy Ministry of Tourism.

(2) For Offices carrying out their activities within the Republic in
accordance with the provisions of subsection (1), the provisions of
subsections (1) and (2) of section 5 of this Law, shall apply, mutatis

mutandis.

7.-(1) For the grant of a license to establish and operate an Office, a
deposit of guarantee of fifteen thousand euros (€15.000) by the
entrepreneur or equal insurance cover by an insurance company certified
by the Superintendent of Insurance, each with effect throughout the period
of validity of the given license and shall be required and for the renewal of
an existing operation license, a guarantee of equal amount or insurance

cover shall be required in accordance with the provisions of this section.

Provided that, where the guarantee is provided with an annual
insurance cover, the Deputy Ministry of Tourism is informed accordingly
and the said insurance cover is renewed whenever this is deemed
necessary, so as to cover the whole of the period of validity of the

operation license of the Office.

(2) The guarantee may be deposited either in cash or by way of a letter

of guarantee from a bank for this purpose:

Provided that, in case where the guarantee is given by a letter of
guarantee from a bank, the same shall be approved by the Deputy
Ministry of Tourism, be valid for at least two years and renewed at least

two months before the expiration thereof.

(3) For the grant or renewal of a license to establish and operate a

branch-office, the deposit of guarantee shall not be required.
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